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The European Union Representa ve issues the following statement in agreement with the EU Heads of
Mission in Jerusalem and Ramallah.
On 3 and 23 November, Israeli courts ruled to uphold evic on of eight Pales nian families in the Batan alHawa neighborhood of Silwan in East Jerusalem (aﬀec ng 45 people, including small children), and of the
Sabbagh family in Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East Jerusalem (aﬀec ng 32 members of the family,
including six children), pu ng all families at imminent risk of forced transfer.
On 3 and 9 December, representa ves of the EU and some EU Member States visited a number of these
families faced with threats of imminent evic on in both Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan neighborhoods of East
Jerusalem.
In the last several years, the number of evic on decisions has increased in par cular in Sheikh Jarrah and
Silwan, where en re communi es of close to 200 families are at risk. In Batan al-Hawa alone, 14 families
have already lost their homes since 2015 and over 80 other households are facing evic on demands and
are at imminent risk of displacement.
Israeli domes c laws, crea ng the basis for the claims to evict the families, do not exempt Israel, as the
occupying power, from mee ng its obliga ons to administer the occupied territory in a manner that
provides for and protects the local popula on. Israel has not acquired sovereignty over the territory in the
course of its administra on.
In line with the EU’s long-standing posi on on Israel’s se lement policy, illegal under interna onal law,
and ac ons taken in that context, such as forced transfers, evic ons, demoli ons and conﬁsca ons of
homes, the EU calls on the Israeli authori es to reverse the rulings on the intended evic ons.
The EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah recall the successive Foreign Aﬀairs Council Conclusions and
statements in which the EU has repeated its strong opposi on to Israel's se lement policy and ac ons
taken in this context, including evic ons. This policy is illegal under interna onal law and its con nua on
undermines the viability of the two-state solu on, the prospect for a las ng peace and seriously
jeopardizes the possibility of Jerusalem serving as the future capital of both States.
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